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Chapter 1

CAN THESE BONES LIVE?
 While packing our truck for a two-and-one-half-day 
move in the middle of  a very hot summer, we decided 
to load three pots of  beautiful geraniums. Just couldn’t 
see leaving them behind, even though their survival was 
questionable. It was 97 degrees with 97 percent humid-
ity when the truck doors were opened for unloading. 
Heat radiated from within the closed environment. 

 The plants? Well, they looked as though they had 
been cooked. Leaves and blossoms were complete-
ly wilted and burned. The stems appeared to have no 
chance of  ever sustaining life.

 Normally a person would just throw them away. We 
could have said to ourselves, “Nice try, but. . . .” For 
some hopeful reason, we decided to see if  they would 
possibly revive. Located on the patio and repeatedly 
doused with water, a phenomenal recovery took place. 
New leaves sprouted. An abundance of  buds appeared. 
One plant soon had twenty-plus blossoms at the same 
time. Couldn’t explain it, but we really enjoyed them!

 What if  we were to apply this recovery concept to 
the spirituality of  local churches, whole denominations, 
and even individual countries? Is it still possible for there 
to be spiritual renewal similar to those of  past centuries? 

 Consider Ezekiel’s experience as the Spirit of  the 
Lord placed him in a valley of  dry bones (Ezekiel 37). 
When questioned whether or not these bones could 
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come to life, the prophet wisely replied, “Sovereign 
Lord, you alone know” (v. 3 NIV). 

 Some Christian leaders question or wonder whether 
or not spiritual revitalization could occur with a wide-
spread impact. Some of  the influencing factors are . . . 

• Divisive political chaos
• Economic and racial turmoil
• Growing use of  drugs including all forms of  alcohol 
• Emphasis on deviant forms of  sexuality
• Busyness of  society drowning out spiritual empha-

sis and activities 
• Addictions to various forms of  pleasure.

 Dr. Ted Roberts—former senior pastor of  East Hill 
Foursquare Church in Gresham, Oregon, and host of  
the Conquer video series—offers the following rationale:

One of  the questions that has haunted me for the past 
decade is if  real revival in the church is possible in 
America’s present spiritual condition.

In the church’s present condition of  sexual bondage, 
there is no way real revival could even take place. 
God would have to repent for it to take place, and He 
is not about to change His moral standard. He asks 
us instead to repent. . . .

Now real revival is not just where the church gets 
happy, but the culture is impacted and changed.1

 A quote from Leonard Ravenhill’s book Sodom Had 
No Bible (1971) describes our world in the 2020s:  

Ours is now the most chronically unhappy world 
in history. It would be folly to give an aspirin to a 
cancer patient, assuring him with lying words that 
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this would cure his malady. Equally criminal (in my 
judgment) is our attempt to appease the soul-hunger 
of  the millions around us by sermons that are not 
Christ-centered, not born in the heart of  a yearning 
preacher, and not wet with the tears of  his own anx-
iety for fallen men.2

 However, as will be seen in the chapters to come, our 
world has been in chaos in previous centuries with ram-
pant sin, but dedicated believers prayed and committed 
preachers passionately shared Christ. Sacrificially over-
coming monumental obstacles, the Gospel prevailed!

 We as believers and the church must be concerned 
about poverty, race relations, abuse, and other atrocities. 
But our central message and presentation must always 
be Jesus Christ. Andraé Crouch’s song “Jesus Is the An-
swer” shares the emphasis which should dominate our 
perspective: 

 Jesus is the answer for the world today,   
 Above Him there’s no other, Jesus is the way.

SECULARIZED ENVIRONMENT

 The spiritual environment is bleak. However, this is 
when we must look back to the cultural and spiritual en-
vironment of  past centuries in which the fires of  revival 
burned brightly. 

 In the eighteenth century, there was widespread drunk-
enness in the British Isles and the American colonies.

Drunkenness helped to make the people brutal and 
cruel. In 1724 the tax on gin was lowered and drunk-
enness became an epidemic. . . . When the bishop 
of  Chester rebuked a cleric for drunkenness, the man 
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replied that he was never drunk on duty. The bishop 
then asked when a clergyman was not on duty.3

 The rise of  alcoholism was also a major problem in 
the nineteenth century especially on the American fron-
tier. William Warren Sweet described whiskey usage:

The greatest single curse of  the whole country at this 
period and especially of  the raw frontier, was home-
made whiskey. It was considered on the frontier almost 
as much of  a necessity as bread and meat. Everybody 
indulged—men, women, and children; preachers and 
church members, as well as the ungodly.4

 The spirit of  the Enlightenment in the latter eigh-
teenth century and early nineteenth century empha-
sized the philosophy of  rationalism, which promoted 
reason and humankind’s inherent goodness. Combined 
with humanism and a spirit of  optimism, it fostered the 
belief  in the perfectibility of  humankind. What a con-
trast to the Gospel, which presents the human race as 
sinful and desperately in need of  a Savior!

 Sounds quite similar to our own cultural environ-
ment. As belief  systems invade and replace long-held 
philosophies and Biblical principles, lifestyles are im-
pacted. Consider what happens when relativism creeps 
in and eats away at absolutism (definite right and wrong). 
This easily leads to situational ethics where belief  and ac-
tions are determined by the situation or environment. 
The rise of  pluralism causes individuals to assume every-
one’s views are right and to be accepted. This philoso-
phy breaks down when pluralists perceive conservative 
Christians to be prejudiced bigots. 

 Mixed into this is the sexual revolution fueled by 
hedonism. Popularized by the late Hugh Hefner and his 



CAN THESE BONES LIVE?

23

Playboy empire, this idea projects pleasure (especially in 
terms of  sexuality) without restraint as long as “no one 
gets hurt.” Further enabling this sexual revolution was 
the federal government’s approval of  birth-control pills 
in the 1960s. Fueled by the young boomer generation’s 
desire to throw off  all traditional restraints of  authority, 
the door to multiple sexual experiences and drug exper-
imentation exploded across the American scene. 

 Timothy Leary, psychologist and former Harvard 
professor, advocated the exploring of  psychedelic drugs 
(early 1960s). He popularized the use of  LSD for ther-
apeutic and spiritual results. He projected LSD as a 
means to expand one’s mind and gaining truth.

 He personally used LSD for many years. President 
Richard Nixon called him the most dangerous man in 
America. Probably not an exaggeration since he turned 
an entire generation onto psychedelic drugs, despite the 
long-term emotional and psychological damage they 
can cause. Leary was a counterculture icon.

 Hedonism is a perversion of  ancient Epicureanism. 
Epicurus (341-270 BC) did emphasize pleasure. How-
ever, there were some distinct restrictions. Yes, pleasure 
was seen as the highest good. However, the greatest 
good was the absence of  pain. To fulfill this he advocat-
ed not seeking political office and not marrying. If  one 
did marry, there should be no procreation of  children. 

 All of  these invading philosophies have humanism 
as their foundational principle. Developed more than 
two millennia ago in the ancient Greek culture, it has 
reappeared throughout the centuries. Its basic concept 
is that we humans are the measure of  all things. We are 
the ones who determine right and wrong. 
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 One other issue has been unregenerate students 
studying to be future pastors. Denominational affilia-
tion seemed to make no difference. They doubted the 
Bible, lived corrupt lives, and were willing to debate the 
“foolishness” of  Christianity. Further complicating and 
contributing to the problem was that many of  the faculty 
weren’t believers.5 This particular problem is still evident 
in many graduate schools training people for ministry. 

 Recently at a conference which emphasized various 
methods of  teaching in seminary settings, one of  the 
speakers at the beginning of  his presentation stated he 
is an agnostic. A few minutes later, he said he is very 
likely an atheist. Further “muddying the waters” was 
his lighting a candle to “hallow” the environment and 
then asking for someone to pray. 

 Another evidence of  degeneration is seen by the 
September 2019 news release of  a seminary group con-
fessing their sins to plants. Believing in and striving for 
intimate interdependence, it was thought natural to of-
fer prayers to the plants on which we are dependent for 
food and air. It also was seen as consistent with a rec-
ognition of  the many environmental harms the human 
race has propagated on the land and by the elimination 
of  many species. 

 So once again we are confronted with the ques-
tion, “Can these bones live?” Do we believe a spiritual

awakening can take place in our churches that will 
overflow into our communities and spiritually awaken 
those we do not see as likely candidates for salvation? 

 Do we believe the Holy Spirit can draw to Himself  . . .

• The businessmen whose major value is money?
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• The prostitute and the pimp?
• The complacent self-righteous person?
• The Wiccan follower?
• The drug addict?
• The child molester?
• The pornographer?
• The digital addict?
• The alcoholic? 
• And the list goes on.

COUNTERCULTURAL THINKING

 Remember Jesus’ prayer for His disciples prior to 
being arrested and crucified: “My prayer is not that you 
take them out of  the world but that you protect them 
from the evil one” (John 17:15 NIV). This means all 
believers are to be the “light of  the world” (Matthew 
5:14) while living within the impacting forces of  our in-
dividual cultures. 

 Culture can be simply defined as “what we do.” 
However, that isn’t sufficient because what we do is di-
rectly influenced by what we think or believe. No one’s 
actions are independent of  their belief  structure (unless 
they are leading a hypocritical lifestyle). 

 To combat these various sins and be salt and light in 
a darkened world, we believers must become countercul-
tural thinkers and doers. This doesn’t mean we isolate or 
separate ourselves within the four walls of  the church or 
the confines of  our Christian community. It requires our 
loving the unlovable in word and actions. It doesn’t mean 
we become voices decrying everything that is wrong in 
our society and railing against every sin which is so prev-
alent. But this does mean a willingness to engage our 
secularized culture (family, friends, neighbors) while still 
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maintaining the Bible as authoritative and holiness as 
God’s prescribed lifestyle. It demands our communicat-
ing “with truth and grace in a polarized world.”6

 What would happen if  believers demonstrated out-
side of  their worship sanctuaries what is being professed 
inside? Not with signs, which are the common means 
of  protest, but with words backed up with and demon-
strated by lifestyle.

AN EXPECTANT THEOLOGY

 Let’s ask ourselves, individually and corporately, 
some hard questions. 

1. Has the last great revival—sweeping through church-
es, whole communities, entire counties, and even coun-
tries—already happened? 

 God forbid that we would say “yes”! To do so limits 
a Sovereign God who in past centuries brought spiritu-
ally dead churches back to life and in the process revo-
lutionized social structures. 

2. Is it possible to preach/teach boldly about the sins plagu-
ing society and experience young people confessing their 
sins in public as the conviction of  the Holy Spirit breaks 
into their hearts?

 Once again, we must respond with a spiritually ex-
pectant “yes.” Later some consideration will be given 
to a 2016 youth revival which began in a West Virginia 
high school. 

3. Are we willing to evaluate our youth and discipleship 
programs for the level of  spiritual growth which is or is 
not present?
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 Youth programs easily degenerate into entertain-
ment. Yes, they may be taken to a yearly youth festival 
and/or a youth camp with its spiritual emphasis. But 
what about the other fifty or fifty-one weeks of  the year? 
How will they be nurtured and matured so when grad-
uating from high school they do not exit from the local 
church and the Christian faith? They must understand 
and be able to defend the reasonableness of  their faith in 
Christ and desire to live a Christian life. What will we do 
to actively disciple the young people in our churches?

4. Does worship dominate our services to the exemption of  
times for confession and intercessory prayer?

 It is so easy to be caught up in the emphasis of  en-
ergetic, emotional worship that we forget at worst, or 
overlook at best, what God requires of  us—namely, a 
clean (holy) heart. We may become so involved in the 
activities and actions that we are worshiping worship 
rather than our great God. An imperative read is Isa-
iah 1. Israel is going through all the patterns of  wor-
ship. These people are offering a multitude of  sacrifices, 
burning incense, lifting up their hands, praying, and cel-
ebrating special events. God tells them, “Stop bringing 
meaningless offerings!” (v. 13 NIV).

5. Will we bow our hearts and knees in genuine repentance?

 “Revival is birthed in repentance, openly confess-
ing sin, and changing one’s lifestyle.”7 When our life 
situations are successful and our health is good, it be-
comes difficult to access our sinfulness in comparison to 
the holiness of  God. We fall into the traps of  assumed 
goodness or false doctrines. Following are some of  the 
rationalizations which may dominate our thinking:
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“I’m really a pretty good person.”

“Yes, I have a few dents in my armor.”

“I’m not guilty of  those really big sins.”

“My sins were forgiven when I gave my heart to Jesus, 
and that applies to any sins from then on out.” 

 But all of  this is totally unacceptable to God. Ex-
cept for God’s mercy, these people would have been de-
stroyed just like Sodom and Gomorrah. They had a spir-
itual problem which could be changed only by a heart 
change. Isaiah 1 is summarized in Isaiah 29:13: “These 
people come near to me with their mouth and honor me 
with their lips, but their hearts are far from me” (NIV). 

 Isaiah boldly shared the word of  the Lord: “Turn 
from your evil ways of  doing wrong and do right, or you 
will be devoured by the sword. If  you make the right 
choice—obedience to the Lord—you will enjoy the best 
of  the land through the Lord’s blessing” (see 1:16-20). 

 We find ourselves in a situation much like that of  
Ezekiel. There is a valley of  dry-bones churches. They 
are lifeless skeletons with a Christian name. Will spiri-
tual life ever infuse them? Will they become a spiritual 
light though now only a pit of  darkness?

 We can’t say when or how this will take place. How-
ever, historical research demonstrates God through the 
Holy Spirit bringing countries and churches back to vi-
brant spiritual health. This marvelous pattern of  spiritu-
al renewal is found in multiple centuries ranging across 
North and South America, Europe, Asia, and Africa. 

 If  we do not remain expectant of  and seek for spir-
itual renewal, we basically have discarded or scrapped 
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God’s pattern of  the past. It is always possible or on the 
horizon. We can expect it because, “The church is in 
need of  perennial revival because of  recurrent spiritual 
decline.”8

 God’s desire for a straying, sinful people is seen so 
clearly in His constant call to Israel. He was not content 
with their spiritual drifting and complacency. Through 
the prophets they were called to return from their wan-
dering from His love and compassionate care (Isaiah 
44:22; Jeremiah 3:12, 22). This would take place only if  
they opened themselves to God and allowed a spiritual 
renewal. 

 Their responding to His call must take the form of  
seeking for God. The prophet Amos’ message to the 
northern kingdom of  Israel pointed out their cruel-
ty and selfish behavior at the expense of  the poor and 
needy. But twice it was followed with the call to seek the 
Lord and live (Amos 5:4-6). This call to seek the Lord 
was also repeated by other prophets—Hosea 10:12; Isa-
iah 55:6; and Jeremiah 29:13.

 To return to and seek the Lord, individuals must 
humble themselves, repent of  their sins, and receive His 
spiritual healing. Spiritual renewal (revival) comes in like 
a flood when individuals humble themselves (bow) be-
fore Him and acknowledge their sins and disobedience. 

 Could it be that spiritual renewal/revival is taking 
place around the world, but we haven’t taken the time 
to become aware of  it? Let’s bring it closer to home. Just 
maybe revival is taking place in areas much closer to us, 
but no one is testifying of  what God through the Holy 
Spirit is accomplishing?
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 Or, when a pandemic circles the globe with disas-
trous physical and financial struggles, could it be God’s 
way of  saying, “Come back to Me”? Maybe?




